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Of Likely Scapegoats 
In Dominican Impasse 
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WASHINGTON, May 22 — Presidential advisers are 
now looking for scapegoats to blame for the, Dominican 
Republic mess. The fact that such a hunt is on is suf- 
ficient proof that the administration realizes the whole 
military intervention operation has been badly mis- 
handled in its follow-through phases. 

The effort to pin the blame 
elsewhere than on President 
Johnson has started with a rush 


in the last 24 hours. The first 
proposed candidates for the 


Bissell Jr., and the then chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Lyman Lemnitzer. But Mr. 
Kennedy at that time accepted 
the whole, blame himself. To 
date the White House has shown 
no similar inclination. 

I Digs Aimed at CIA 

1 Instead, Ambassador Ben- 
TI , , , nett is being blamed on various 

White House doghouse have vague counts: that he failed to 

Konn TT O A ku L n ~ r, lir T 1 — — 


Commentary 
On the News 


been U, S. Ambassador W. Tap 
ley Bennett Jr.; the new CIA.J 
chief, Admiral Willhin~T i RaJ 
born Jr., and Undersecretary of I 
State Thomas C, Mann 



have the right 
contacts in the 
Dominican Re- 
| public, that he’ 
overempha- 

Long List Possible sized the dan-'- 

! It docs not matter whether'; i v l j* 

culpable. There' has to be a. rush the 

scapegoat list, even if, as ae marines in on ■ 

! present, it is passed along sur- > Anril ?# 1 

roptitiously by :i; , : V % L R 

: ?ins Cl osn-,lW h0 re e Adn,lrBl Raborn bmn of the CIA' 

! J; ^ M , J s-, accused of making too emo- 1 

{ !l e '„ r® Whlte f 3 < tional an appeal to the White' 

1 Til”'' , . i House about the Communist 

® cdau . s n e „H he ' Wt? threat. This charge, from ad- 
, s n W "i. ministration sources that should 

, £ r e "L° r , in T S1 "; W > I tf®l ! Uow hotter, makes little sense. 

1 ik/um v i °* -* *1 Admiral Raborn had just been 

Uon>f nrolrnm ' J! V 1 ™ in on April 28 when Mr. 

■ for hhnn !» ram INI &> Jpiij; Johnson ordered the marines in. 
j £ br o^ 8 ° 0 r ; main CIA appeal for prompt 

. , Mr I action came from retiring CIA 

' f mvo,v 1 e 1 Mn B , enncU 1 .chief John McCone, 

diplomatic, military and intelli-A n , .. .. 

gence agencies, the lfst of scape- . But tbe dl ? s at Admiral Ra- 
goats could be pretty lone .born are basically aimed at thij 
. , ' intelligence operation he heads. 

Certainly it could be more ex- | The State Department and Pen- 
tensive than the roll of wrong 1 j tfigon have consistently cast 
guessers and blundering opera-! I aspersions on the value of CIA 
tives in John F, Kennedy’s BayJ I “evaluations.” 
of Pigs fiasco in 1961. ’ L, , ,,, 

r „„ . .. , i Mann’s Views Respected 

Comparatively innocent high! ■ 
officials had to take the rap un- ' Undersecretary of State Mann' 
der Mr. Kennedy in 1961, such i‘ s caught in. the scapegoat hunt 
as the then CIA head Allen' 1 mainly because he has been con- 
Dulles his deputy Richard M.J 





sidered more in- 
strumental than 
any other ad- 
|*i s e r in the 
President’s de- 
cision tO act at 
once. On hemi- p j 
spheric affairs 
his views have 
consistently car- 
|r i e d great 
Iweight with LB.I. 

The inside ad- 
[ninistration in- 


PA 
mtm. 

Mr. Monn 1 
rigue in this scapegoat hunt has! 
idd aspects. Some of those try- 
ng to make Ambassador Ben-i 
ictt the whipping boy are really 
ifter Mr. Mann. The latter is; 
onsidered responsible for Mr.! 
,i Sennett’s being in Santo Do-' 
ningo in the first place. 

There is an almost hysterical 
ffort by those iti the possible: 
ine of Presidential fire to pass 
he buck to other agencies and 
ndividuals, 

lundy Is Blamed 

For example, certain high in- 
telligence officials have the knife 
]ut for McGeorge Bundy,* White: 

House national' 
security adviser. 
Mr, Bundy is 
blamed for ' the. 
White House de- 
cision to send a s 
special mission 
an a desperation 
basis to Santo 
Domingo last' 
Saturday. . 



and 


Mr. Bundy ing This ’mis cludil>s motion pictures 
lion sought unsuccessfully t o' comments from our P al 'atroop-l 
irm a coalition govcinmenf ers and manne s themselves, in,' 
eaded by Antonio Guzman, a < I' ca ^ es our military is being) 
ose friend of exiled President chumm y with the junta, while} 
nan Bosch. • The Bundy mission has beenl 

. 'chummy with the rebels — atl 

^ ^ u W US r^t on certain days of the week, 

as- such as to have made him 1 

bspect, but Ic is held in intelli- 


Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : CIA -RDP75-00001 R0001 001 60128-9 


tin the Dominican Republic. A!ll 
to ‘end the* fight-' tb P evidence from the scene, in-; 


pnee. circles here that the 
undy missioi; refused to accept 
is evaluation of Mr. Guzman. 
On almost every aspect oLthe 
I'csent messed-up situation, 
Ise notes have Aieen struck 
re. What leaks out of the State 
lepartment, Pentagon or CIA 
fivately has no relation to the 
atements issued publicly by 
e Administration even at the 
hite House level. 

hort Stay Envisaged 


The buckpassing, the lack of 
official candor and all the back- 
biting going on here suggest only 
one thing. The President has| 
found himself boxed in and is' 
trying desperately to find n way) 
out. What basically went wrong? 1 
There is no argument about) 
that. Mr. Johnson was led to; 
believe that once we put our : 
troops ashore thn whole mess, 
could be cleared up in a few 
days with a temporary coalition 
government operating to stabil-. 
ize the country. Instead, this is' 


|The White House again insisted I the fourth week of our interven-! 
mally Friday that our troops tion, and no immediate solution 
re in strictly a neutral posture J?, i n sight . j 



